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The Maritime Silk Road Society (MSRS) was inaugurated on 7 September 2015 with the aim of supporting the nation’s “the Belt and
Road Initiative” and identifying new developmental opportunities for Hong Kong, leveraging its unique positon and strengths. The
MSRS was successfully launched with the support of organizations representing the provinces and cities along the 21 Century
Maritime Silk Road as well as those representing the overseas Chinese communities in Hong Kong.

The MSRS organized three major seminars within the first year of its establishment. These included "The Belt and Road Initiative
— Combining Hard Power with Soft Power” conference featuring speakers from three leading Chinese enterprises in Hong Kong; "The
Belt and Road Initiative from An International Perspective” seminar presented by Dr Su Ge, President of China Institute of International
Studies; and “"A Macro History of Sino-Foreign Maritime Communication: Retrospect and Prospect” seminar given by Professor Billy So,
Chair Professor and Head of Division of Humanities of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.

On cultural exchange, The “Nanhai No.1— Cultural Tour” was organized for 40 participants to visit “Nanhai No.1", a Maritime Silk
Road trading shipwreck in Song Dynasty at the Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum in Yangjiang in Guangdong Province. The
“Fujian (Xiamen, Quanzhou) — Maritime Silk Road Cultural Tour” was held for over 100 undergraduates to enhance their knowledge of

the history of the origin port of the Maritime Silk Road.

Last but not least, the “Operation Zhang Qian — Undergraduate Summer Internship Programme 2016” was launched by the
MSRS's Youth Opportunities Committee to help Hong Kong university students better understand and capitalize on the developmental
opportunities offered by “the Belt and Road Initiative”. Over 90 students were selected as interns. This summer, they practiced at work
in countries along "the Belt and Road" regions as well as mainland China, Canada, Czech Republic and Djibouti for four to eight weeks.

Looking ahead, we will continue to set up new projects in accordance with our mission to enhance public understanding of “the

Belt and Road Initiative” and to seize the developmental opportunities provided for Hong Kong.

C"C"f’

Mrs Regina Ip, GBS, JP
Co-Chair of Maritime Silk Road Society
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Last year, when Mrs Regina Ip invited me to join hands with her to set up the Maritime Silk Road Society, we had several aims in mind.
One was to encourage general interest in "the Belt and Road Initiative", especially among the younger generation. Another was to raise

awareness of how Hong Kong can explore and grasp the many opportunities that will be arising from the Initiative.

The Society has since launched “Operation Zhang Qian 2016"in order to help local undergraduates widen their horizons and broaden
their social networks so as to identify and seize opportunities offered by the Initiative. It is most encouraging to see young people wanting

to reach out beyond Hong Kong for greater exposure in life and experience, and seek ways for Hong Kong to make the most of “the Belt

and Road Initiative”.

While attending a trade forum in 2015, | stressed that Hong Kong, with its unique strategic location, could play an important role of
"super-connector" between China and the ASEAN countries. “The Belt and Road Initiative”, and other expanding activities of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank offer significant potential for Hong Kong to enhance its position as a financing hub and a centre for global

offshore renminbi business.

These developments will increase capital flows from the Mainland to ASEAN, stimulate regional trade and significantly change the
global economic framework in the next 30 years. There is much for the MSRS to do in its second year.

e

Mr Bernard Chan, GBS, JP
Co-Chair of Maritime Silk Road Society
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The Society is a non-profit making organization. The objectives of the Society are as follows:

I n

To support and complement China’s "the Belt and Road Initiative" and assist Hong Kong in taking full advantage of this initiative,
leveraging the city’s strong business, cultural and people-to-people ties with the Maritime Silk Road provinces and cities and the

ASEAN and South Asian countries;
To research and explore the developmental opportunities brought about by "the Belt and Road Initiative";

To foster exchanges in trade, financial, economic, cultural, academic and educational exchanges between Hong Kong and "the Belt
and Road" regions (especially the core coastal provinces of the Maritime Silk Road and ASEAN countries);

To enhance public understanding of the history, cultures and contemporary developments of "the Belt and Road" regions (especially
the provinces and cities along the Maritime Silk Road and ASEAN countries); and to encourage young people to seize the
developmental opportunities provided under "the Belt and Road Initiative".
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The idea to form “The Maritime Silk Road Society” originated from the New People’s Party’s visit to Beijing in September 2014 led by
Mrs Regina Ip, Member of the Executive Council and the Legislative Council, Chairperson of New People’s Party and Savantas Policy
Institute. During the meeting with officials of the National Development and Reform Commission, Mrs Ip learned about “the Belt and Road
Initiative”, and the principles of peace and cooperation, openness, inclusiveness, mutual learning and mutual benefit underlying this
Initiative. It did not take Mrs Ip and other members of the delegation long to appreciate that this Initiative has the potential to transform
the economic landscape of Asia, and holds great promise for Hong Kong.

To capitalize on the opportunities inherent in this Initiative, Mrs Ip decided to work with the organizations representing the
provinces and cities along the 21 Century Maritime Silk Road, and the organizations representing the overseas Chinese communities in
Hong Kong (the founding organizations), to set up a "Maritime Silk Road Society”. The Society would help
support and complement the implementation of this bold, ground-breaking Initiative, identify
opportunities for Hong Kong, promote stronger ties between Hong Kong and the countries and
regions along the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21 Century Maritime Silk Road, as well as public
understanding of the objectives and opportunities of “the Belt and Road Initiative”.
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Since the inauguration of the MSRS in September 2015, Mrs Regina Ip and Mr Bernard Chan, the Co-Chairs of MSRS noticed that the * To encourage young people to gain a better understanding of “the Belt and Road Initiative "

opportunities of upward mobility for young people in Hong Kong are diminishing. They then discussed the problem with members of
MSRS and concluded that a Youth Opportunities Committee be set up. As a result, Dr Peter K.K. Lee accepted the invitation to be the Chair
of the Committee and three young people, Mr Karson Choi, Ms Eunice Young and Mr Roland Wong, agreed to join the Committee as
Vice-Chairs.

® To assist young people to explore developmental opportunities of “the Belt and Road Initiative”

® To create business and outward venturing opportunities for young people

2R #8 B Organization Chart
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Mr Karson Choi
Executive Vice-Chair
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top diplomats based in Hong Kong, representatives of the local and
foreign chambers of commerce, representatives of community
organizations and overseas Chinese groups, and business and
cultural leaders who are related to "the Belt and Road".
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Discussing "the Belt and Road Initiative" with the Industry
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In July and August 2015, the MSRS organized over 10
presentations to different sectors of the community to outline the
key elements of "the Belt and Road Initiative" and how Hong Kong
could capitalize on these developmental opportunities.
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Presentation by Professor Billy So
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On 17 October, Professor Billy So of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology gave a presentation entitled

“A Macro History of Sino-Foreign Maritime Communication:
Retrospect and Prospect”.
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Prof So shared his research findings on

China's maritime trade with participants.
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Presentation by Dr Su Ge
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At the invitation of the MSRS, Dr Su Ge, Advisor of MSRS and
President of China Institute of International Studies gave a
presentation entitled “The Belt and Road Initiative from An
International Perspective” on 23 January.

B A
N\
: ! x.':_‘a

_:«-

8 J: u!ﬁ u‘];,I 2 ER J[nn =

MARITIME SILK ROAD SOCIETY

SR 118

L
T PN
§ ! C?.k"'(

¥

By =
4”’39 gj”ﬁ?%tiﬁﬁ“ﬁ

'Na Ip hosted the Quest
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Ms Tong Xiaoling, Deputy Commissioner of the Office of the
Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China in the HKSAR (right) was the
guest-of-honour.
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“The Belt and Road Initiative — Combining Hard Power with Soft Power” Conference
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CEOs from Top-notch Enterprises Speak at
High Power Conference

ZUXREBEERPERFALRE —PREFE(ER)
AIRAFRPEERT (%*;%)ﬁﬁﬁﬂjraal]é%%%wﬁ?&%ﬁ
xE - HERKREERAFEBEEBEERL » UK
EREEREERFAKEESTEN2A2TELRE [ —
m—%—ﬁ;ﬁﬁj}%éi Bh | wEFEEERE  Flt
B EESHRERKE

“The Belt and Road Initiative — Combining Hard Power with
Soft Power” Conference, featuring presentations by the top
management of three leading Chinese enterprises in Hong
Kong — Mr YueYij, Vice Chairman & Chief Executive, BOC Hong Kong
(Holdings) Limited and Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited; Ir Dr Hu
Jianhua, Executive Vice President, China Merchants Group Limited;
and Mr Luo Xi, Vice Chairman and President, China Resources
(Holdings) Co., Ltd., — was held on 27 February.
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BHERBEZYLENSH2RHEEEEZMEEESMmAE MrAlexWong, CEO of MSRS d d with th g f K. Wah

SEMEARIE [—2—518 | W8 - Construction Materials on how Hong Kong enterprises could ride on "the Belt
b and Road Initiative".
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Mrs Regina Ip addressed the Hong Kong Asia Lions Club Monthly Luncheon on 30 May.
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Maritime Silk Road Society Annual General Meeting
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The 1** AGM of the MSRS was held on 26 July to adopt the
minutes of 2015 Preparatory Meeting and to receive the
2015-2016 reports of the Executive Committee. The meeting was
attended by about 60 people who were Advisors, office bearers of
the Board of Governors, Executive Committee members and
members of the Society. Among them were Advisors who made
special trips to Hong Kong to attend the meeting. They were
Professor Fan Zuojun, Director, Social Science Division, Guangxi
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University and Standing Deputy Director, China-ASEAN Research
Institute of Guangxi University; Tan Sri Dato' Sri Dr Ng Yen Yen,
Former Malaysian Minister of Tourism and Former Chairman of
Tourism Malaysia; and Mr Chen Qiang, Vice President of CEFC
China Energy Company Limited, representing Chairman Mr Ye
Jianming.
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“Nanhai No.1 — Cultural Tour”
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The MSRS led a delegation to Yangjiang in the Guangdong
Province on 28 May 2016 on a two-day “Nanhai No.1— Cultural
Tour” The tour consisted of 40 delegates who visited the
Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum (Nanhai No.1 Museum) to
see for themselves the wreckage of Nanhai No.1, a merchant vessel
from Song Dynasty, and its precious Silk Road relics. The delegation
also toured around Kaiping and Zili Village, a World Heritage Site in
China which is famous for Diaolou, a group of buildings with a
unique blend of oriental and western architecture.
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A group photograph taken at Guangdong Maritime Silk Road Museum.
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Cultural Tour
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"Mare Nostrum: Roman Navy and Pompeii" exhibition
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23 June, the MSRS and the Savantas Liberal Arts Academy

co-organized a guided tour of the "Mare Nostrum: Roman Navy and
Pompeii" exhibition held at the Hong Kong Museum of History.
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“Operation Zhang Qian 2016"
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The MSRS organized the “Operation Zhang Qian —
Undergraduate Summer Internship Programme 2016" to encourage
university students to re-capture the ancient spirit of adventure
epitomized by Zhang Qian, the pioneer of the Silk Road in the Han

dynasty, and to capitalize on the developmental opportunities of

“the Belt and Road Initiative”. Eighteen sponsoring companies have
offered 111 internship places for Hong Kong undergraduate
students to work in countries including mainland China, Canada,
Czech Republic, Djibouti (Africa), Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam for four to eight
weeks. Over 90 students were selected.
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Selection Panel Meeting was

held on 29 February.
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The Kick-off Ceremony of “Operation Zhang Qian 2016" was held on 20 May

at the Bank of China Centre in Olympian City.

Kick-off Ceremony
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Fujian (Xiamen, Quanzhou) -
Maritime Silk Road Cultural Tour
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Mrs Regina Ip, Co-Chair of the MSRS, led a delegation to Fujian
on 25 March for a five-day “Fujian (Xiamen, Quanzhou) — Maritime
Silk Road Cultural Tour” The tour aimed to help local university
students increase their knowledge of the local history and culture, in
particular, the strategic location of Quanzhou which was the starting
point of the ancient Maritime Silk Road, understand the relationship
between the Quanzhou and Hong Kong, and explore opportunities.
The tour consisted of 150 members who were mainly full-time

undergraduate students.
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A group photograph taken at the campus of Xiamen University.
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Student Visit to OCMFA
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To familiarize young people with our nation's diplomatic
history, the MSRS and Savantas Liberal Arts Academy organised a
visit for 60 university and high school students to the Office of the
Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (OCMFA) of the PRC
in the HKSAR on 9 July. Dr Jiang Zhida, Associate Fellow of the China
Institute of International Studies’ Center for New Silk Road Initiative

and Executive Editor of “China International Studies” magazine gave
a talk on "the Belt and Road Initiative" and international relations.
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BLEBACEHBEWEER BN EMEBEAEREZATRERBNMASLABAZEBEXNATE -
Secretariat of the Maritime Silk Road Society Any individual or organization that support the objectives of the Society are welcome to become
a member of the Maritime Silk Road Society.
iy p /- na Mverseas BUEInG, b | would like to join the Society as:
Wan Chai, Hong Kong
[0 &%= 8 Corporate Member O] EfE 28 Institutional Member
(852) 2111 9262 O A AZE Individual Member O 2428 Student Member
#£% Name : H X Chinese X English

852) 2111 9208
(92 3l Title: [ E4EMr OZz+tMs OAKKMrs [+ Dr (] 3% Prof [ EAth Others:

e . 5 )
EH—Zf : LFORETF6iF Bt 4% &= 55 Telephone : {HE Fax:
Mon to Fri : 9am to 6pm (=] 5 =] BEL E-mail :
- . ! Hidk Address :
[ www.maritimesilkroad.org.hk 5 [EX
; - : h P RIEEEE (852) 2111 9208 {HMFEEH BEFHEFFE139RFEIBIKE11EBABE B LAR KRBT I UK -
[ mfo@marltlmesﬂkroad.org.hk Please send the completed form to us by fax to (852) 2111 9208 or by mail to "The Maritime Silk Road Society",

Flats A-B, 11/F, China Overseas Building, 139 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.
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Categories of members are as follows:

T+XE8 EiEge8 BASE 2488
Corporate Member Institutional Member Individual Member Student Member
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